
9/11 Memorial Stair Climb 
 

Each year, thousands of first responders around the country participate in 9/11 Stair 
Climbs, climbing or walking the equivalent of 110 stories, or 2,200 steps, often done in 
full firefighting gear.  It is not a race. Each stair climb participant is making the trek in 
honor of all of the first responder’s members who lost their lives on Sept. 11, 2001, as 
110 stories were the heights of each World Trade Center building.  

 
On September 10, 2021 our staff members, students, community members, our mayor, 
our police department and fire department and our administration walked 110 stories 
or 2200 steps in honor of these brave men or women. Bogota High School wanted to 
commemorate and honor the 9/11 anniversary 20 years after that tragic event with a 

memorial stair climb representing the 2200 stairs climbed by so many that day.   Stories 
from faculty and staff were shared and a video was played in an effort provide an 

understanding to our students about what was witnessed and felt by our entire staff on 
that fateful day.   

 
As Ms. DeCongelio read memories provided by faculty members throughout the day, 

she added, “While so many sad memories were shared, I was overwhelmed by the 

common theme that runs through all of our staffs’ thoughts; they remember the unity 

that followed after.  We were truly one Nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and 

justice for all.” 

Dr. Lash also reached out to students letting them know that our school is a safe space 

to talk about feelings and ask questions. He stated, “If you do want to talk, it’s 

important to offer each of you a space to share your thoughts and questions. We all 

should actively listen to your concerns, validate your emotions, and be respectful of 

each conversation and discussion. We must never forget the sacrifices of the first 

responders, or forget about the countless lives that have been lost.” 

The students were left with one final thought from Ms. DeCongelio, “Never forget to 

say what needs to be said, for no tomorrow is promised and promise to never forget.” 
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