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Grade 7 
 

Reading 
 

The standards define general, cross-disciplinary literacy expectations that must be met for students to be 
prepared to enter college and workforce training programs ready to succeed. The K–12 grade-specific 
standards define end-of-year expectations and a cumulative progression designed to enable students to 
meet college and career readiness expectations no later than the end of high school.  	
 	
Students advancing through the grades are expected to meet each year’s grade-specific standards, retain 
or further develop skills and understandings mastered in preceding grades, and work steadily toward 
meeting the more general expectations described by the standards.  

 
Key Ideas and Details 
 
1. NJSLSA.R.1 Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical 

inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions 
drawn from the text. 

2. NJSLSA.R.2 Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; 
summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 

3. NJSLSA.R.3 Analyze how and why individuals, events, or ideas develop and interact over the 
course of a text. 

 
Craft and Structure 
 
4. NJSLSA.R.4 Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, 

connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or 
tone. 

5. NJSLSA.R.5 Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and 
larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the 
whole. 

6. NJSLSA.R.6 Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 
 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
 
7. NJSLSA.R.7 Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including 

visually and quantitatively, as well as in words. 
8. NJSLSA.R.8 Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity 

of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. 
9. NJSLSA.R.9 Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build 

knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take. 
 
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 
 
10. NJSLSA.R.10 Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently 

and proficiently. 
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Note on range and content of student reading 	
 
To become college and career ready, students must grapple with works of exceptional craft and thought 
whose range extends across genres, cultures, and centuries. Such works offer profound insights into the 
human condition and serve as models for students’ own thinking and writing. Along with high-quality 
contemporary works, these texts should be chosen from among seminal U.S. documents, the classics of 
American literature, and the timeless dramas of Shakespeare. Through wide and deep reading of literature 
and literary nonfiction of steadily increasing sophistication, students gain a reservoir of literary and 
cultural knowledge, references, and images; the ability to evaluate intricate arguments; and the capacity to 
surmount the challenges posed by complex texts.  
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Writing 
 
Text Types and Purposes 

 
1. NJSLSA.W.1 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts using 

valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 
2. NJSLSA.W.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and 

information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of 
content. 

3. NJSLSA.W.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, well-chosen details and well- structured event sequences. 

 
Production and Distribution of Writing 
 
4. NJSLSA.W.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style 

are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
5. NJSLSA.W.5 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 

or trying a new approach. 
6. NJSLSA.W.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact 

and collaborate with others. 
 
Research to Build and Present Knowledge 
 
7. NJSLSA.W.7 Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused 

questions, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 
8. NJSLSA.W.8 Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the 

credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism. 
9. NJSLSA.W.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, 

and research.  
 
Range of Writing 

 
10. NJSLSA.W.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 

revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, 
purposes, and audiences. 

 
Note on range and content in student writing 
 
To build a foundation for college and career readiness, students need to learn to use writing as a way of 
offering and supporting opinions, demonstrating understanding of the subjects they are studying, and 
conveying real and imagined experiences and events. They learn to appreciate that a key purpose of 
writing is to communicate clearly to an external, sometimes unfamiliar audience, and they begin to adapt 
the form and content of their writing to accomplish a particular task and purpose. They develop the 
capacity to build knowledge on a subject through research projects and to respond analytically to literary 
and informational sources. To meet these goals, students must devote significant time and effort to 
writing, producing numerous pieces over short and extended time frames throughout the year. 
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Speaking and Listening 
 
Comprehension and Collaboration 

 
1. NJSLSA.SL.1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and 

collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly 
and persuasively. 

2. NJSLSA.SL.2 Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including 
visually, quantitatively, and orally. 

3. NJSLSA.SL.3 Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric. 
 
Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 
 
4. NJSLSA.SL.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow 

the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, 
and audience. 

5. NJSLSA.SL.5 Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express 
information and enhance understanding of presentations. 

6. NJSLSA.SL.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating 
command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 

 
Note on range and content of student speaking and listening 

 
To build a foundation for college and career readiness, students must have ample opportunities to take 
part in a variety of rich, structured conversations—as part of a whole class, in small groups, and with a 
partner. Being productive members of these conversations requires that students contribute accurate, 
relevant information; respond to and develop what others have said; make comparisons and contrasts; and 
analyze and synthesize a multitude of ideas in various domains. 
 
New technologies have broadened and expanded the role that speaking and listening play in acquiring 
and sharing knowledge and have tightened their link to other forms of communication. Digital texts 
confront students with the potential for continually updated content and dynamically changing 
combinations of words, graphics, images, hyperlinks, and embedded video and audio. 
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Language 
 
Conventions of Standard English 
 
1. NJSLSA.L.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage 

when writing or speaking. 
2. NJSLSA.L.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
 
Knowledge of Language 
 
3. NJSLSA.L.3 Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different 

contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when 
reading or listening. 

 
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 
 
4. NJSLSA.L.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 

phrases by using context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and 
specialized reference materials, as appropriate. 

5. NJSLSA.L.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and 
nuances in word meanings. 

6. NJSLSA.L.6 Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words 
and phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career 
readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when encountering 
an unknown term important to comprehension or expression. 

 
Note on range and content of student language use 

 
To build a foundation for college and career readiness in language, students must gain control over 
many conventions of standard English grammar, usage, and mechanics as well as learn other ways to 
use language to convey meaning effectively. They must also be able to determine or clarify the 
meaning of grade-appropriate words encountered through listening, reading, and media use; come to 
appreciate that words have nonliteral meanings, shadings of meaning, and relationships to other words; 
and expand their vocabulary in the course of studying content. The inclusion of Language standards in 
their own strand should not be taken as an indication that skills related to conventions, effective 
language use, and vocabulary are unimportant to reading, writing, speaking, and listening; indeed, they 
are inseparable from such contexts. 
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English: Grade 7  
 
Course Outline 
The following curriculum areas and instructional activities should be utilized during the course of study:  
 
Reading Standards for Literature  
Key Ideas and Details: 
Students Will: Suggested Activities  

 
RL.7.1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence 

and make relevant connections to support 
analysis of what the text says explicitly as 
well as inferences drawn from the text. 

RL.7.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a 
text and analyze its development over the 
course of the text; provide an objective 
summary of the text 

RL.7.3 Analyze how particular elements of a 
story or drama interact (e.g., how setting 
shapes the characters or plot). 

 
1. Develop reading strategies so a student 

is able to cite several pieces of textual 
evidence to support his or her analysis 
of what the text says explicitly. 

2. Develop reading strategies so a student 
is able to draw inferences from the 
text. 

3. Determine a theme or central idea of a 
novel, such as summer reading novel 
Freak the Mighty. 

4. Objectively summarize a novel, such 
as summer reading novel Esperanza 
Rising and/or Maniac Magee. 

5. Analyze how particular elements of a 
story, such as “The Monkey’s Paw”, 
interact. 

6. Analyze how the characters of “The 
Monkey’s Paw” shape the plot. 

 
Reading Standards for Literature 
Craft and Structure: 
Students Will: Suggested Activities 
 
RL.7.4 Determine the meaning of words and 

phrases as they are used in a text, including 
figurative and connotative meanings; 
analyze the impact of rhymes and other 
repetitions of sounds (e.g., alliteration) on a 
specific verse or stanza of a poem or 
section of a story or drama 

RL.7.5 Analyze how a drama’s or poem’s form 
or structure (e.g., soliloquy, sonnet) 
contributes to its meaning 

RL.7.6 Analyze how an author develops and 
contrasts the points of view of different 
characters or narrators in a text. 

 

 
1. Analyze the figurative language used in 

the poetry of Langston Hughes: 
repetition in “Tell Me” and metaphor in 
“Merry-Go- Round”. 

2. Analyze how the form and structure of 
Langston Hughes’ “I, Too”, “Theme for 
English B”, “Mother to Son” contribute 
to their meaning. 

3. Analyze how an author develops the 
points of view of different characters in 
a student-selected independent reading 
novel. 

Reading Standards for Literature 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: 
Students Will: Suggested Activities  
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RL.7.7 Compare and contrast a written story, 

drama, or poem to its audio, filmed, staged, 
or multimedia version, analyzing the 
effects of techniques unique to each 
medium (e.g., lighting, sound, color, or 
camera focus and angles in a film). 

RL.7.9 Compare, contrast, and reflect on (e.g. 
practical knowledge, historical/ cultural 
context, and background knowledge) a 
fictional portrayal of a time, place, or 
character and a historical account of the 
same period as a means of understanding 
how authors of fiction use or alter history. 

 

 
 
1. Compare and contrast the novel Freak 

the Mighty with the film version; 
analyze the techniques used in the film 
The Call of the Wild; compare and 
contrast the novel A Christmas Carol 
with any film version 

2. Compare and contrast The Call of the 
Wild with a historical account of the 
Alaskan Gold Rush of 1897 

Reading Standards for Literature 
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity: 
Students Will: Suggested Activities 

 
RL.7.10 By the end of the year, read and 

comprehend literature, including stories, 
dramas, and poems, at grade level text 
complexity or above as needed.  

 
1. 7.10 Read and comprehend short 

stories such as “The Most Dangerous 
Game” and “Rikki Tikki Tabbi.” 

2. Read and comprehend novels such as 
A Christmas Carol and The Call of 
the Wild 

3. Read and comprehend the 
drama/comedy A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream with appropriate 
scaffolding. 
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Reading Standards for Informational Text 
Key Ideas and Details: 
Students Will: Suggested Activities  

 
RI.7.1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence 

and make relevant connections to support 
analysis of what the text says explicitly as 
well as inferences drawn from the text. 

RI.7.2 Determine two or more central ideas in a 
text and analyze their development over the 
course of the text; provide an objective 
summary of the text. 

RI.7.3 Analyze the interactions between 
individuals, events, and ideas in a text (e.g., 
how ideas influence individuals or events, 
or how individuals influence ideas or 
events). 

 

 
1. Cite several sentences from a science-

related article to support analysis of 
what the article states 

2. Determine two or more main ideas in 
science-related articles and analyze 
supporting details. Write a summary of 
the article 

3. Analyze the interactions between events 
and ideas in a history-based article about 
the Klondike Gold Rush (i.e. discovery 
of gold led to a mass migration, which 
led to the development of the area) 

Reading Standards for Informational Text  
Craft and Structure: 
Students Will: Suggested Activities  
 
RI.7.4 Determine the meaning of words and 

phrases as they are used in a text, including 
figurative, connotative, and technical 
meanings; analyze the impact of a specific 
word choice on meaning and tone. 

RI.7.5Analyze the structure an author uses to 
organize a text, including how the major 
sections contribute to the whole and to the 
development of the ideas. 

RI.7.6 Determine an author’s point of view or 
purpose in a text and analyze how the 
author distinguishes his or her position 
from that of others. 

 

 
1. Determine unknown words in a science 

or history related article. Use context 
clues to determine the meaning. 

2. Provide student with a number of 
graphic organizers, each one particular 
to a type of informational text 
organization. 

3. Ask student to pick the most appropriate 
organizer to use to analyze the structure 
of the article. 

4. Read a persuasive essay on a 
controversial topic. Determine how the 
author feels about that topic. 

Reading Standards for Informational Text  
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: 
Students Will: Suggested Activities  

 
RI.7.7 Compare and contrast a text to an audio, 

video, or multimedia version of the text, 
analyzing each medium’s portrayal of the 
subject (e.g., how the delivery of a speech 
affects the impact of the words). 

RI.7.8 Trace and evaluate the argument and 
specific claims in a text, assessing whether 
the reasoning is sound and the evidence is 
relevant and sufficient to support the 

 
1. In honor of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Day, read his “I Have a Dream” speech. 
2. Listen to an audio version of it. 

Compare and contrast the text and the 
audio. Analyze how the delivery of the 
speech affects the impact of his words. 

3. After determining the author’s view on a 
persuasive topic, trace and evaluate the 
argument and specific evidence in a text. 
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claims. 
RI.7.9 Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical 

knowledge, historical/cultural context, and 
background knowledge) how two or more 
authors writing about the same topic shape 
their presentations of key information by 
emphasizing different evidence or 
advancing different interpretations of fact. 

 

Assess whether the reasoning and 
evidence is sound and relevant. 

4. After reading an article on a persuasive 
topic, read an article with the opposing 
point of view. Analyze how each writer 
shapes their presentation of key 
information by emphasizing difference 
evidence. 

 
Reading Standards for Informational Text  
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity: 
Students Will: Suggested Activities 

 
RI.7.10 By the end of the year read and 

comprehend literary nonfiction at grade 
level text complexity or above with 
scaffolding as needed. 

 

 
1. Read and comprehension middle-school 

appropriate science and history-based 
informational articles, speeches, and 
persuasive writing. 
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Writing Standards  
Text Types and Purpose: 
Students Will: Suggest Activities  
 
W.7.1 Write arguments to support claims with 

clear reasons and relevant evidence. 
a. Introduce claim(s), 

acknowledge alternate or 
opposing claims, and organize 
the reasons and evidence 
logically. 

b. Support claim(s) with logical 
reasoning and relevant 
evidence, using accurate, 
credible sources and 
demonstrating an 
understanding of the topic or 
text. 

c. Use words, phrases, and clauses 
to create cohesion and clarify the 
relationships among claim(s), 
reasons, and evidence. 

d. Establish and maintain a formal 
style/academic style, approach, 
and form. 

e. Provide a concluding statement 
or section that follows from and 
supports the argument presented. 

W.7.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to 
examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, 
and information through the selection, 
organization, and analysis of relevant content. 

a. Introduce a topic; organize ideas, 
concepts, and information, using 
text structures (e.g. definition, 
classification, comparison/ 
contrast, cause/effect, etc.) and 
text features (e.g. headings, 
graphics, and multi-media when 
useful to aiding comprehension.  

b. Develop the topic with relevant 
facts, definitions, concrete 
details, quotations, or other 
information and examples. 

c. Use appropriate transitions to 
create cohesion and clarify the 
relationships among ideas and 
concepts. 

d. Use precise language and 

 
1. Write a cohesive paragraph with a topic 

sentence, supporting details, and 
concluding sentence. 

a. Introduce a claim in a 
persuasive essay, 
acknowledge the counter-
claim, and organize 
supporting reasons and 
evidence logically. 

b. Support claims in a 
persuasive essay with logical 
reasoning and relevant 
evidence, using accurate, 
credible sources while 
demonstrating and 
understanding of the topic. 

c. Use appropriate transitions 
and conjunctions to create 
cohesion and clarify the 
relationships between 
paragraphs, sentences, and 
parts of sentences 

d. Avoid the use of second 
person pronouns when 
inappropriate. Avoid t he use 
of informal slang language 

e. Write a conclusion to a 
persuasive essay that follows 
from and supports the 
arguments presented. 

2. Write an explanatory essay to 
examine a topic and convey ideas 
through the selection and 
organization of relevant content. 

a. Write an introduction to an 
explanatory essay to 
introduce a topic clearly, 
preview what is to follow, 
and organize ideas using 
logical strategies. 

b. Write supporting paragraphs 
of an explanatory essay to 
develop the topic with 
relevant information. 

c. Use appropriate dependent 
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domain-specific vocabulary to 
inform about or explain the topic. 

e. Establish and maintain a formal 
style/academic style, approach, 
and form. 

f. Provide a concluding statement 
or section that follows from and 
supports the information or 
explanation presented. 

W.7.3 Write narratives to develop real or 
imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, relevant descriptive 
details, and well- structured event sequences. 

a. Engage and orient the reader by 
establishing a context and point 
of view and introducing a 
narrator and/or characters; 
organize an event sequence that 
unfolds naturally and logically. 

b. Use narrative techniques, such as 
dialogue, pacing, and description, 
to develop experiences, events, 
and/or characters. 

c. Use a variety of transition words, 
phrases, and clauses to convey 
sequence and signal shifts from 
one time frame or setting to 
another. 

d. Use precise words and phrases, 
relevant descriptive details, and 
sensory language to capture the 
action and convey experiences 
and events. 

e. Provide a conclusion that 
follows from and reflects on the 
narrated experiences or events. 

 

and subordinate clauses to 
create cohesion and clarify 
the relationships between 
ideas and concepts 

d. When writing to respond to 
science and history based 
informational articles, use 
precision language and 
science/history related 
vocabulary, as appropriate to 
the text. 

e. Avoid the use of second 
person, slang, and 
ambiguous word choice, 
such as the words “got”, 
“things,” and “stuff.” 

f. Provide a concluding 
statement that appropriately 
summarizes the paragraph 
and supports the information 
presented. Avoid “This is 
my paragraph on UFO’s.” 

3. Write a narrative essay to develop 
real or imagined experiences using 
relevant descriptive details and well-
structured organization. 

a. Write an engaging 
introduction to a narrative 
essay. 

b. Use dialogue appropriately 
in a speculative essay. 

c. Use transitional words to 
convey sequence and the 
passage of time or the shift 
of setting in a speculative 
essay. 

d. Use descriptive similes and 
metaphors to capture the 
action of speculative essay. 

e. Write a conclusion to a 
speculative essay that 
reflects upon the experience 
and adequately resolves the 
conflict presented. 

 
Writing Standards  
Production and Distribution of Writing: 
Students Will: Suggested Activities  
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W.7.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in 
which the development, organization, voice, 
and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience. (Grade- specific expectations for 
writing types are defined in standards 1–3 
above.) 

W.7.5 With some guidance and support from 
peers and adults, develop and strengthen 
writing as needed by planning, revising, 
editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, 
focusing on how well purpose and audience 
have been addressed. (Editing for 
conventions should demonstrate command of 
Language standards 1–3 up to and including 
grade 7 here.) 

W.7.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to 
produce and publish writing and link to and 
cite sources as well as to interact and 
collaborate with others, including linking to 
and citing sources. 
 

1. Produce a clear and coherent outline 
of ideas regarding the student-
selected author research project for 
use in writing, in which the 
development, organization, and style 
are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience. 

2. Write a letter to the student -selected 
author of the author research project. 

3. Develop and strengthen the writing 
of the letter as needed by planning, 
revising, editing, rewriting, or trying 
a new approach, focusing on how 
well the audience of a published 
author has been addressed. 

4. Use word-processing software such 
as Microsoft Word to produce and 
publish speculative essays. 

Writing Standards  
Research to Build and Present Knowledge: 
Students Will: Suggested Activities  

 
W.7.7 Conduct short research projects to answer 

a question, drawing on several sources and 
generating additional related, focused 
questions for further research and 
investigation. 

W.7.8 Gather relevant information from multiple 
print and digital sources, using search terms 
effectively; assess the credibility and 
accuracy of each source; and quote or 
paraphrase the data and conclusions of others 
while avoiding plagiarism and following a 
standard format for citation. 

W.7.9 Draw evidence from literary or 
informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research. 

a. Apply grade 7 Reading standards 
to literature (e.g., “Compare and 
contrast a fictional portrayal of a 
time, place, or character and a 
historical account of the same 
period as a means of 
understanding how authors of 
fiction use or alter history”). 

b. Apply grade 7 Reading standards 

 
1. Perform research on a student-

selected author, drawing on 
several sources to generate 
focused questions for further 
research and investigation. 

2. Gather relevant information on 
student- selected author from 
multiple sources. 

3. Assess the credibility and accuracy 
of each source. 

4. Correctly Create a Works Cited 
using the Modern Language 
Association (MLA) format for 
citation using the sources 
researching for the student-
selected author research project. 

5. Write effectively about literature, 
such as The Call of the Wild, 
drawing evidence from the text to 
support analysis 

a. Write to respond to 
poetry, short stories, 
novels, and drama. 
Analyze both content 
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to literary nonfiction 9e.g. "Trace 
and evaluate the argument and 
specific claims in a text, 
assessing whether the reasoning 
is sound and the evidence is 
relevant and sufficient to support 
the claims") 

 

and structure. 
b. Write to respond to 

literary nonfiction. 
Analyze both the point 
of view and evidence 
used in persuasive 
writing, particularly 
that written about 
science or history. 
Analyze the structure 
of literary nonfiction. 

 
Writing Standards  
Range of Writing: 
Students Will: Suggested Activities  
 
W.7.10 Write routinely over extended time 

frames (time for research, reflection, 
metacognition/ self correction and 
revision) and shorter time frames (a 
single sitting or a day or two) for a range 
of discipline- specific tasks, purposes, 
and audiences. 

 

 
1. Write notes regarding research on 

student-selected author on note 
cards routinely over an extended 
time frame in order to organize 
notes into an organized outline. 
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Speaking and Listening Standards 
Comprehension and Collaboration: 
Students Will: Suggest Activities  

 
SL.7.1 Engage effectively in a range of 

collaborative discussions (one-on- one, in 
groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners 
on grade 7 topics, texts, and issues, building 
on others’ ideas and expressing their own 
clearly. 

a. Come to discussions prepared, 
having read or researched 
material under study; explicitly 
draw on that preparation by 
referring to evidence on the 
topic, text, or issue to probe and 
reflect on ideas under discussion. 

b. Follow rules for collegial 
discussions, track progress 
toward specific goals and 
deadlines, and define individual 
roles as needed. 

c. Pose questions that elicit 
elaboration and respond to 
others’ questions and comments 
with relevant observations and 
ideas that bring the discussion 
back on topic as needed. 

d. Acknowledge new information 
expressed by others and, when 
warranted, modify their own 
views. 

SL.7.2 Analyze the main ideas and supporting 
details presented in diverse media and 
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) 
and explain how the ideas clarify a topic, 
text, or issue under study. 

SL.7.3 Delineate a speaker’s argument and 
specific claims, evaluating the soundness of 
the reasoning and the relevance and 
sufficiency of the evidence. 

 

 
1. After reading the two different 

points of view on an appropriate 
persuasive/controversial topic, 
engage effectively in a collaborative 
discussion in which students share 
their points of view on the topic, as 
shapes by their prior knowledge and 
their readings of the article. 

a. Create a Power Point 
slideshow presentation 
using the researched 
material on the student-
selected author in order to 
facilitate discussion with 
peers. 

b. Hold a formal debate on a 
controversial topic. 

c. In a formal debate on a 
controversial topic, have 
students from opposing side 
cross-examine the speaker 
in order to elicit elaboration 
on the topic and the 
viewpoint. 

d. At the conclusion of the 
formal debate, ask students 
to discuss if and when they 
changed their opinion on a 
topic and why or why not 
(i.e. after reading the 
article, after another 
student’s speech, etc.) 

2. Watch an appropriate documentary 
on a controversial issue and analyze 
the main idea and supporting details 
presented. 

3. After watching an appropriate 
documentary, delineate the 
argument that the documentary is 
making. 

 
Speaking and Listening Standards 
Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas: 
Students Will: Suggested Activities 
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SL.7.4 Present claims and findings, 
emphasizing salient points in a focused, 
coherent manner with pertinent 
descriptions, facts, details, and examples; 
use appropriate eye contact, adequate 
volume, and clear pronunciation. 

SL.7.5 Include multimedia components and 
visual displays in presentations to clarify 
claims and findings and emphasize salient 
points. 

SL.7.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts 
and tasks, demonstrating command of 
formal English when indicated or 
appropriate. (See grade 7 Language 
standards 1 and 3 for specific 
expectations.) 

 

1. Have students prepare a 1-2 
minute speech with an 
appropriate visual aide to 
introduce themselves in the 
beginning of the year. 

2. Use visual aides in formal 
debate. 

3. Use appropriate formal English 
in formal debate. 
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Language Standards  
Conventions of Standard English: 
Students Will: Suggested Activities 

 
L.7.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions 

of standard English grammar and usage when 
writing or speaking. 

a. Explain the function of phrases and 
clauses in general and their function 
in specific sentences. 

b. Choose among simple, compound, 
complex, and compound-complex 
sentences to signal differing 
relationships among ideas. 

c. Place phrases and clauses within a 
sentence, recognizing and correcting 
misplaced and dangling modifiers.* 

L.7.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions 
of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

a. Use a comma to separate coordinate 
adjectives (e.g., It was a fascinating, 
enjoyable movie but not He wore an 
old[,] green shirt). 

b. Spell correctly. 
 

 
1. Develop knowledge of the seven parts of 

speech, so a student is able to demonstrate 
command of the convention of standard 
English grammar and usage when writing 
and/or speaking. 

a. Develop knowledge of parts 
of speech so a student is 
able to explain the function 
of phrases. 

b. Explain the difference 
between these types of 
sentences. Practice writing 
them. 

c. Develop knowledge of parts 
of speech so a student can 
place phrases and clauses 
properly within a sentence 
in order to recognize and 
correct misplaced or 
dangling modifiers. 

2. Teach proofreading techniques and 
reinforce capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelling rules. 

a. Develop knowledge of parts 
of speech so a student is 
able to use a comma to 
separate coordinate 
adjectives. 

b. Create a word wall of words 
that commonly misspelled 
in student writing. 

 
Language Standards  
Knowledge of Language: 
Students Will: Suggested Activities  

 
L.7.3 Use knowledge of language and its 

conventions when writing, speaking, 
reading, or listening. 

a. Choose language that 
expresses ideas precisely and 
concisely, recognizing and 
eliminating wordiness and 
redundancy.* 

 
1. Develop knowledge of parts of speech 

so a student can use this knowledge 
when writing, speaking, reading, or 
listening. 

a. Revise student work as 
necessary to eliminate 
imprecise language. When 
appropriate, move to peer 
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 editing. 
 

Language Standards  
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use: 
Students Will: Suggested Activities  

 
L.7.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of 

unknown and multiple- meaning words and 
phrases based on grade 7 reading and 
content, choosing flexibly from a range of 
strategies. 

a. Use context (e.g., the overall 
meaning of a sentence or 
paragraph; a word’s position or 
function in a sentence) as a clue to 
the meaning of a word or phrase. 

b. Use common, grade- appropriate 
Greek or Latin affixes and roots as 
clues to the meaning of a word 
(e.g., belligerent, bellicose, rebel). 

c. Consult reference materials (e.g., 
dictionaries, glossaries, 
thesauruses), both print and digital, 
to find the pronunciation of a word 
or determine or clarify its precise 
meaning or its part of speech. 

d. Verify the preliminary 
determination of the meaning of a 
word or phrase (e.g., by checking 
the inferred meaning in context or 
in a dictionary). 

L.7.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative 
language, word relationships, and nuances 
in word meanings. 

a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., 
literary, biblical, and mythological 
allusions) in context. 

b. Use the relationship between 
particular words (e.g., 
synonym/antonym, analogy) to 
better understand each of the 
words. 

c. Distinguish among the connotations 
(associations) of words with similar 
denotations (definitions) (e.g., 
refined, respectful, polite, 
diplomatic, condescending). 

L.7.6 Acquire and use accurately grade- 
appropriate general academic and domain-
specific words and phrases; gather 

 
1. Determine and/or clarify the meanings of 

Vocabulary Workshop Level B Units 1-10 
words. 

a. Use context clues to 
determine the meaning of 
Vocabulary Workshop 
words and/or literature-
based vocabulary words 

b. Use affixes and root words 
to determine the meaning of 
Vocabulary Workshop 
words and/or literature-
based vocabulary words 

c. Explain the pronunciation 
of commonly 
mispronounced vocabulary 
words using the 
pronunciation key. 

d. Use context clues to 
determine the meaning of a 
word. Confer with 
dictionary. 

2. Discuss figurative language and its 
impact on Langston Hughes’ poetry. 

a. Discuss any figure of speech 
or idioms that may be 
present in appropriate 
literature as they arise. 

b. Emphasize the synonyms 
and antonyms of Vocabulary 
Workshop Level B Units 1-
10 words. 

c. Distinguish between the 
connotations and denotations 
of particular Vocabulary 
Workshop Level B Units 1-
10 words as they arise. 

3. Use new vocabulary, from 
Vocabulary Workshop and science-
related and history- related articles 
regularly.   
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vocabulary knowledge when considering a 
word or phrase important to comprehension 
or expression. 
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21st Century Life and Career Skills Overview 
 
21st Century Life and Career Skills 
Career Ready Practices: 
 
All educators in all content areas should 
develop the following in their students: 

 
CRP1 Act as a responsible and contributing 
citizen and employee. 
CRP2 Apply appropriate academic and 
technical skills. 
CRP3 Attend to personal health and financial 
well-being. 
CRP4 Communicate clearly and effectively 
and with reason. 
CRP5 Consider the environmental, social and 
economic impacts of decisions. 
CRP6 Demonstrate creativity and innovation. 
CRP7 Employ valid and reliable research 
strategies. 
CRP8 Utilize critical thinking to make sense of 
problems and persevere in solving them. 
CRP9 Model integrity, ethical leadership and 
effective management. 
CRP10 Plan education and career paths 
aligned to personal goals. 
CRP11 Use technology to enhance 
productivity. 
CRP12 Work productively in teams while 
using cultural global competence. 
 

  



Adopted	 																																																																																																			Page	21	

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy 
Strand A – Income & Careers By the End of Grade 8: 
  

9.1.8.A.1 – Explain the meaning and purpose 
of taxes and tax deductions and why fees for 
various benefits (e.g., medical benefits) are 
taken out of pay. 
9.1.8.A.2 – Relate how career choices, 
education choices, skills, entrepreneurship, and 
economic conditions affect income. 
9.1.8.A.3 – Differentiate among ways that 
workers can improve earning power through 
the acquisition of new knowledge and skills. 
9.1.8.A.4 – Relate earning power to quality of 
life across cultures. 
9.1.8.A.5 – Relate how the demand for certain 
skills determines an individual’s earning 
power. 
9.1.8.A.6 – Explain how income affects 
spending decisions. 
9.1.8.A.7 – Explain the purpose of the payroll 
deduction process, taxable income, and 
employee benefits. 
 

Strand B – Money Management By the End of Grade 8: 
  

9.1.8.B.1 – Distinguish among cash, credit 
cards, and debit cards. 
9.1.8.B.2 – Construct a simple personal savings 
and spending plan based on various sources of 
income. 
9.1.8.B.3 – Justify the concept of “paying 
yourself first” as a financial savings strategy. 
9.1.8.B.4 – Relate the concept of deferred 
gratification to (investment,) meeting financial 
goals, and building wealth. 
9.1.8.B.5 – Explain the effect of the economy 
on personal income, individual and family 
security, and consumer decisions. 
9.1.8.B.6 – Evaluate the relationship of cultural 
traditions and historical influences on financial 
practice. 
9.1.8.B.7 – Construct a budget to save for long-
term, short-term, and charitable goals. 
9.1.8.B.8 – Develop a system for keeping and 
using financial records. 
9.1.8.B.9 – Determine the most appropriate use 
of various financial products and services (e.g., 
ATM, debit cards, credit cards, and check 
books). 
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9.1.8.B.10 – Justify safeguarding personal 
information when using credit cards, banking 
electronically, or filing out forms. 
9.1.8.B.11 – Evaluate the appropriate financial 
institutions to assist with meeting various 
personal financial needs and goals. 
 

Strand C – Credit & Debt Management By the End of Grade 8: 
  

9.1.8.C.1 – Compare and contrast credit cards 
and debit cards and the advantages and 
disadvantages of using each. 
9.1.8.C.2 – Compare and contrast the financial 
products and services offered by different types 
of financial institutions. 
9.1.8.C.3 – Compare and contrast debt and 
credit management strategies. 
9.1.8.C.4 – Demonstrate an understanding of 
the terminology associated with different types 
of credit (e.g., credit cards, installment loans, 
mortgages) and compare the interest rates 
associated with each. 
9.1.8.C.5 – Calculate the cost of borrowing 
various amounts of money using different types 
of credit (e.g., credit cards, installment loans, 
mortgages). 
9.1.8.C.6 – Determine ways to leverage debt 
beneficially. 
9.1.8.C.7 – Determine potential consequences 
of using “easy access” credit (e.g., using a line 
of credit vs. obtaining a loan for a specific 
purpose). 
9.1.8.C.8 – Explain the purpose of a credit 
score and credit record, and summarize 
borrowers’ credit report rights. 
9.1.8.C.9 – Summarize the causes and 
consequences of personal bankruptcy. 
9.1.8.C.10 – Determine when there is a need to 
seek credit counseling and appropriate times to 
utilize it. 
 

Strand D – Planning, Saving, & Investing By the End of Grade 8: 
  

9.1.8.D.1 – Determine how saving contributes 
to financial well-being. 
9.1.8.D.2 – Differentiate among various 
savings tools and how to use them most 
effectively. 
9.1.8.D.3 – Differentiate among various 
investment options. 
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9.1.8.D.4 – Distinguish between income and 
investment growth. 
9.1.8.D.5 – Explain the economic principle of 
supply and demand. 
 
 

Strand E – Becoming a Critical Consumer By the End of Grade 8: 
  

9.1.8.E.1 – Explain what it means to be a 
responsible consumer and the factors to 
consider when making consumer decisions. 
9.1.8.E.2 – Identify personal information that 
should not be disclosed to others and the 
possible consequences of doing or not doing 
so. 
9.1.8.E.3 – Compare and contrast product facts 
versus advertising claims. 
9.1.8.E.4 – Prioritize personal wants and needs 
when making purchases. 
9.1.8.E.5 – Analyze interest rates and fees 
associated with financial services, credit cards, 
debit cards, and gift cards. 
9.1.8.E.6 – Compare the value of goods or 
services from different sellers when purchasing 
large quantities and small quantities. 
9.1.8.E.7 – Evaluate how fraudulent activities 
impact consumers, and justify the creation of 
consumer protection laws. 
9.1.8.E.8 – Recognize the techniques and 
effects of deceptive advertising. 
 

Strand F – Civic Financial Responsibility By the End of Grade 8: 
  

9.1.8.F.1 – Explain how the economic system 
of production and consumption may be a 
means to achieve significant societal goals. 
9.1.8.F.2 – Examine the implications of legal 
and ethical behaviors when making financial 
decisions. 
9.1.8.F.3 – Relate the impact of business, 
government, and consumer fiscal responsibility 
to the economy and to personal finance. 
 

Strand G – Insuring and Protecting By the End of Grade 8: 
  

9.1.8.G.1 – Explain why it is important to 
develop plans for protecting current and future 
personal assets against loss. 
9.1.8.G.2 – Determine criteria for deciding the 
amount of insurance protection needed. 
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9.1.8.G.3 – Analyze the need for and value of 
different types of insurance and the impact of 
deductibles. 
9.1.8.G.4 – Evaluate the need for different 
types of extended warranties. 
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9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and Preparation 
Strand B – Career Exploration By the End of Grade 8: 
  

9.2.8.B.1 – Research careers within the 16 
Career Clusters ® and determine attributes of 
career success. 
9.2.8.B.2 – Develop a Personalized Student 
Learning Plan with the assistance of an adult 
mentor that includes information about career 
areas of interest, goals and an educational plan. 
9.2.8.B.3 – Evaluate communication, 
collaboration, and leadership skills that can be 
developed through school, home, work, and 
extracurricular activities for use in a career. 
9.2.8.B.4 – Evaluate how traditional and 
nontraditional careers have evolved regionally, 
nationally, and globally. 
9.2.8.B.5 – Analyze labor market trends using 
state and federal labor market information and 
other resources available online. 
9.2.8.B.6 – Demonstrate understanding of the 
necessary preparation and legal requirements to 
enter the workforce. 
9.2.8.B.7 – Evaluate the impact of online 
activities and social media on employer 
decisions. 
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Instructional Strategies 
 

Strategies to Accommodate Above-Average Students 
 
• Pair above-average students with other students to spark dialogue and diverse viewpoints on 

literature and informational text. 
• Make above-average student a group leader for group activities 
• Request above-average students to model and verbalize processes used to perform creative 

problem solving, particularly in grammar and writing instruction 
• Invoke multiple intelligences by asking above-average student to relate linguistic learning 

mathematical, spatial, etc. intelligences 
• Invoke Bloom’s Revised Taxonomy to foster the development of higher-order thinking 

skills in all areas of the curriculum 
• Vary instructional grouping 
• Make above-average student a student-teacher to assist students having difficulty 
• Invoke real life problems that students can identify with, particularly in relation to informational 

text articles 
• Explore curriculum objectives in greater depth, particularly writing 
• Provide ample examples so above-average student can make a number of connections 

to prior knowledge 
• Invoke technological resources in order to foster above-average students’ abilities 
• Invoke multi-media resources to enrich above-average students’ work 

 
Strategies to Accommodate English Language Learners (in General Education Setting) 

 
• Provide additional instructions for all activities, both written and verbal 
• Provide one-on-one instructions as necessary for all activities 
• Extend time for assignment completion, particularly writing tasks 
• Shorten assignments, especially writing tasks and vocabulary word lists 
• Provide repeated reviews using various instructional strategies 
• Read directions, literature, or informational text to students as necessary 
• Rephrase directions, questions, or sentences in literature as necessary 
• If possible, relate grammatical construction to native language 
• Provide student with a copy of notes, if necessary 
• Assist with note-taking skills 
• Assist student with pronunciation of vocabulary words and words in context, as necessary, in 

small groups 
• Pair student with an average/above-average student to assist with decoding skills 
• Model fluent reading 
• Employ choral and guided reading practice, as necessary 
• Provide outlines for note-taking, reading, and writing tasks 
• Increase verbal response time and opportunity to respond orally 
• Praise student for volunteering to read or answer a question during whole group instruction 
• Encourage student to verbalize steps needed to complete task to check understanding 
• Have the student complete hands-on activities, if possible 
• Vary instructional grouping 
• Work with student in a one-on-one setting, if possible 
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• Have student work in a group, both with other ELLs and/or with average and/or above-average 
students 

• Pair ELL students with bilingual speakers, if possible 
• Model and verbalize processes uses to solve problems, particularly in grammar instruction 
• Use visual diagram, such as pictures or graphs, as necessary 
• Role-play and act out literature and drama 

 
Strategies to Differentiate Instruction (in General Education Setting) 

 
• Incorporate flashcards for vocabulary instruction, particularly for low-readiness learners 
• Incorporate note outlines for reading and writing instruction 
• Incorporate review guides 
• Use different tactile materials, if possible 
• Use photographs and Power Point presentations, particularly for visual learners 
• Model appropriate behavior 
• Demonstrate what is expected, both in behavior and in product-based assessment 
• Break down problems into smaller parts and outline possible solutions 
• Make sure student is focused on the task at hand 
• Give multiple options for assignments 
• Give students a choice of projects 
• Use partners and small groups 

 
Materials/Environment 

 
• Use assignments, writing journal, and writing prompts 
• Help student keep a journal for reflections on journal topics to demonstrate improvement in 

writing skills throughout the year 
• Underline key words or phrases in directions on tests 
• Read directions out loud 
• Have a student read directions out loud 
• Use hands-on materials, if possible 
• Vocabulary Workshop Level B workbook 
• Holt Handbook First Course grammar textbook 
• Holt Elements of Literature First Course literature textbook 
• Various informational text articles 
• Various short and long writing prompts 
 

Assessments 
 

• Tests 
• Quizzes 
• Writing Assignments 
• Projects 
• Homework 
• Classwork 
• Modified tests, as necessary 
• Alterative assessments, as necessary 
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• Extended time on tests, as necessary 
• Read directions or test, as necessary 
• Grade on effort, participation, and improvement, especially for ELL and special education 

students. 
 

Program Modifications and Adaptations 
 

Modifications/Adaptations for General Education and Special Education Classes 
 

This list represents possible accommodations and modifications for students with special needs 
(those with Individualized Education Plans, 504 Accommodation Plans, Intervention and Referral 
Services documentation, and those in the English as a Second Language program.) 

 
Environment 

o Preferential seating 
o Clear work area 
o Other (please specify)    

Materials/Books/Equipment 
o Alternate text o 
Tape recorder o 
Spell check 
o Consumable workbooks 
o Supplementary visuals 

o Access to computer or i-Pad 
o Modified worksheets 
o Large print text 
o Manipulatives 
o Assistive device (please specify): 

 
o Other (please specify): 

Instructional Strategies 
o Check work in progress 
o Hold review sessions 
o Modify content 
o Provide models and examples 
o Highlight key words 
o Use pictures/charts 
o Use mnemonic devices 
o Support auditory presentations with 

visuals 
o Provide immediate feedback 
o Have student restate information 
o Use mimed clues/gestures 
o Monitor assignments 
o Use visual reinforcement 
o Use vocabulary word bank 

o Provide notes/outline 
o Use computer-assisted instruction 
o Give oral reminders 
o Use visual cues 
o Use personalized examples 
o Pre-teach content 
o Review directions 
o Assign study partner 
o Repeat instructions 
o Display key vocabulary on 

chalkboard 
o Employ extra practice 
o Use manipulatives 
o Use multi-sensory approach 
o Use concrete examples 
o    Other, please specify: 
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Organization 
o Provide study outlines 
o Change worksheet format 
o Give list of tasks 
o Use assignment pad 
o Give extra space for work 
o List sequential steps 
o Use folders to hold work 

o Post assignments on chalk board 
o Use pocket folder for work 
o Post schedule for day on board 
o Give one paper at a time 
o Assign partner 
o Post routines on board 
o Give pencil box for writing tools 
o Give daily homework list 
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o Assistive Device (please specify): o Other (please specify): 

Tests/Quizzes/Time 
o Prior notice of test 
o Oral testing 
o Reduced reading 
o Extra time (written work) 
o Modified tests 
o Rephrase test questions/directions 
o Preview test procedures 
o Shortened tasks 
o Alternative tests 
o Extra time (tests) 
o Read test aloud 

o Provide study guides (test) 
o Limited multiple choice 
o Objective tests 
o Extra time (projects) 
o Pace long-term projects 
o Simplify test working 
o Hands-on projects 
o Extra credit options 
o Extra response time 
o On computer 
o Other (please specify): 

Grading 
o No Spelling Penalty 
o Course Credit 
o Pass/Fail 
o No handwriting penalty 
o Base grade on I.E.P./504/I&RS 

o Audit course 
o Grade effort and work 
o Base grade on ability 
o Grade improvement 
o Modify grades 
o Other (please specify): 

Behavior Management/Support 
o Daily Feedback 
o Collect baseline data 
o Cue expected behavior 
o Contingency plan 
o Chart progress 
o Parent/guardian signature 

o Structure transitions 
o Time out from positive 

reinforcement 
o Behavior contract 
o Set/post class rules 
o Break between tasks 
o Positive reinforcement 
o Proximity/touch control 
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English 7 
 
Proficiency Levels 

 
This curriculum is appropriate for all students in grade 7. 

 
Methods of Assessment 

 
Student progress and achievements are assessed through a variety of formal methods of assessment 
that include, but are not limited to, the following: 

 
Formal Assessment 

1. Teacher-created worksheets/tests/quizzes 
2. Textbook-made worksheets/tests/quizzes 
3. Assessment checklists 
4. Rubrics 
5. Work samples 
6. District created assessment 
7. Pre-assessment 
8. Benchmark assessment 
9. Post-assessment 
10. Final examination 

 
 Informal Assessment 

1. Small group and class discussions 
2. Class participation 
3. Cooperative group work 
4. Projects 
5. Teacher observation 
6. Reading, writing, listening, and speaking activities or tasks 
7. Journal 

 
Teacher/Curriculum Assessment 
 

This is a living document. Seventh grade teachers are encouraged to make suggestions for 
improving and changing the curriculum to the Director of Curriculum on an ongoing basis. 
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Resources 
 

A. Guest Speakers 
 

Teachers are encouraged to contact community groups, parents, and organizations to obtain 
speakers to enhance the curriculum with the approval of the administration and/or Board of 
Education. 
 

B. Technology 
 

Students shall use computers or IPads for independent review, research, and enrichment. 
Teachers shall also use appropriate technology to enhance their lessons. 
 

C. Supplies and Materials 
 

• Technology: computer, Internet, LCD projector, IPads 
• Television and DVD/VCR player 
• Trade books for classroom library and/or instruction 
• Notebooks 
• Craft supplies: markers, colored pencils, crayons, paper, scissors, pens, pencils 
• Journals 

 
D. Textbooks 

 
• Vocabulary Workshop Level B 
• Holt Handbook First Course 
• Holt Elements of Literature First Course 
• A Midsummer Night’s Dream by William Shakespeare 
• The Call of the Wild by Jack London 

 
E. Supplemental Material 

 
• Freak the Mighty by Rodman Philbrick (summer reading) 
• Esperanza Rising by Pam Munoz Ryan 
• Maniac Magee by Jerry Spinella 
• Various persuasive/argumentative informational text 
• “The Monkey’s Paw” by W.W. Jacobs 
• “The Most Dangerous Game” by Richard Connell 
• “Rikki Tikki Tavi” by Rudyard Kipling 
• A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens 
• “Tell Me” by Langston Hughes 
• “Merry Go Round” by Langston Hughes 
• “I, Too” by Langston Hughes 
• “I Hear America Singing” by Walt Whitman 
• “Theme for English B” by Langston Hughes 
• “Mother to Son” by Langston Hughes 
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• Various historical accounts and articles about the Alaskan Gold Rush of 1897 
  



Adopted	 																																																																																																			Page	34	

METHODOLOGIES 
 
A wide variety of methodologies will be used. The following are suggestions, not limitations, 
as to how the curriculum may be implemented and facilitated: 

 
• Print-rich environment 
• Whole class instruction 
• Small group instruction 
• Guided reading in the content area 
• Cooperative learning groups 
• Individual assignments 
• Technology-aided instruction 
• Socratic seminar 
• Simulations 
• Individual instruction 
• Guided practice 
• Independent practice 

 
ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES 
 
Students will be provided with many enrichment learning activities through the year. The following are 
suggestions, not limitations: 

 
• Projects 
• Guest Speakers 
• Field Trips 
• Supplemental reading 
• Film viewing and reflection 
• Project-based learning activities 
• Author Study 
• Role playing 

 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
 
Teachers shall continue to improve their expertise by participating in a variety of professional 
development opportunities made available by the Board of Education and other organizations. 

 
INTERDISCIPLINARY INSTRUCTION 

 
The above curriculum has numerous possibilities for interdisciplinary connections.  These content areas 
can be connected with visual and performing arts, comprehensive health and physical education, 
mathematics, social studies, science, and technology and career education. 
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Scope and Sequence 
 
The following is a brief outline of the course content to be covered. Each unit will include textbook 
reading, notes, activities, related videos, teacher demonstration, and other appropriate activities. 

 
September 

• Summer reading discussion of Freak the Mighty 
• Project for summer reading Esperanza Rising/Maniac Magee 
• Begin vocabulary instruction (on-going) 
• Vocabulary Instruction: affixes, root words, context clues 

 
October 

• Begin writing instruction (on-going) 
• Paragraph writing 
• Essay writing 
• Persuasive writing 

 
November 

• Explanatory/Speculative Writing 
• Expository Writing 

 
December 

• Begin reading strategies instruction (on-going) 
• Read A Christmas Carol 
• Write open-ended responses to reading 

 
January 

• Begin grammar instruction on parts of speech (on-going) 
• Read “The Monkey’s Paw” 
• Read “The Most Dangerous Game” 
• Read “Rikki Tikki Tavi” 
• Write open-ended responses to readings 

 
February 

• Read The Call of the Wild 
• Write open-ended responses to readings 

 
March 

•   Read A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
•   Write open-ended responses to reading 

 
April 

• NJASK7 preparation (writing review, reading strategies review, appropriate 
informational texts)  

 
 
May 

• Begin Author Study project 
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o Read independent reading book 
o Research author 
o Discuss reliable/unreliable sources 
o Discuss term paper format (notes on notecards) 
o Complete Works Cited 
o Complete outline for culmination of project 
o Create Power Point presentation 
o Write a letter to the author 
o Mail letter 

 
June 

• Finish Author Study project 
• Final Examination Review 
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Differentiation/Accommodations/Modifications 

Gifted and Talented English Language Learners Students with Disabilities Students at Risk of School Failure 

(content, process, product and learning 
environment) 

 

Extension Activities 

 

Conduct research and provide presentation 
of cultural topics. 
   
Design surveys to generate and analyze 
data to be used in discussion. 
 

Debate topics of interest / cultural 
importance. 
 

Authentic listening and reading sources 
that provide data and support for speaking 
and writing prompts. 
 

Exploration of art and/or artists to 
understand society and history.   

 

Implement RAFT Activities as they 

Modifications for Classroom 

 

Modifications for 
Homework/Assignments 

 

Modified Assignments 

Native Language Translation (peer, online 
assistive technology, translation device, 
bilingual dictionary) 

Extended time for assignment completion 
as needed 

Highlight key vocabulary 

Use graphic organizers 

(appropriate accommodations, instructional 
adaptations, and/or modifications as determined by 
the IEP or 504 team) 

 

Modifications for Classroom 
Pair visual prompts with verbal 
presentations 

 

Ask students to restate information, 
directions, and assignments. 

 

Repetition and practice 

 

Model skills / techniques to be mastered.    

 

Extended time to complete class work  

 
Provide copy of classnotes   
 

Preferential seating to be mutually 

Modifications for Classroom 
Pair visual prompts with verbal 
presentations 

 

Ask students to restate information, 
directions, and assignments. 

 

Repetition and practice 

 

Model skills / techniques to be mastered.    

 

Extended time to complete class work  

 
Provide copy of classnotes   
 

Preferential seating to be mutually 
determined by the student and teacher 
 

Student may request to use a computer to 
complete assignments. 
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pertain to the types / modes of 
communication (role, audience, format, 
topic).   

 

Anchor Activities  
 

Use of Higher Level Questioning 
Techniques 

 

Provide assessments at a higher level of 
thinking 

 

determined by the student and teacher 
 

Student may request to use a computer to 
complete assignments. 
 

Establish expectations for correct spelling 
on assignments.  

 

Extra textbooks for home. 
 

Student may request books on tape / CD / 
digital media, as available and appropriate.   

 

Assign a peer helper in the class setting 
 

Provide oral reminders and check student 
work during independent work time 

 

Assist student with long and short term 
planning of assignments 

 

Encourage student to proofread 
assignments and tests 

 

Establish expectations for correct spelling 
on assignments.  

 

Extra textbooks for home. 
 

Student may request books on tape / CD / 
digital media, as available and appropriate.   

 

Assign a peer helper in the class setting 
 

Provide oral reminders and check student 
work during independent work time 

 

Assist student with long and short term 
planning of assignments 

 

Encourage student to proofread 
assignments and tests 
 

Provide regular parent/ school 
communication 
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Provide regular parent/ school 
communication 

 

Teachers will check/sign student agenda 
daily 

 

Student requires use of other assistive 
technology device 
 

Modifications for Homework and 
Assignments 
Extended time to complete assignments. 

 
Student requires more complex 
assignments to be broken up and 
explained in smaller units, with work to be 
submitted in phases. 
 

Provide the student with clearly stated 
(written) expectations and grading criteria 
for assignments.  

Implement RAFT activities as they pertain 
to the types / modes of communication 
(role, audience, format, topic). 
 

 

Teachers will check/sign student agenda 
daily 

 

Student requires use of other assistive 
technology device 
 

Modifications for Homework and 
Assignments 
Extended time to complete assignments. 

 
Student requires more complex 
assignments to be broken up and 
explained in smaller units, with work to be 
submitted in phases. 
 

Provide the student with clearly stated 
(written) expectations and grading criteria 
for assignments.  

Implement RAFT activities as they pertain 
to the types / modes of communication 
(role, audience, format, topic). 
 
Modifications for Assessments 
Extended time on classroom tests and 
quizzes. 
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Modifications for Assessments 
Extended time on classroom tests and 
quizzes. 

 
Student may take/complete tests in an 
alternate setting as needed. 
 

Restate, reread, and clarify 
directions/questions 
 

Distribute study guide for classroom tests. 
 

Establish procedures for accommodations 
/ modifications for assessments.  

Student may take/complete tests in an 
alternate setting as needed. 
 

Restate, reread, and clarify 
directions/questions 
 

Distribute study guide for classroom tests. 
 

Establish procedures for accommodations 
/ modifications for assessments.  
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